Wr'tt'trtg
LO: To draft and edit a poem about the theme of memory.
YOUR TASK:

Your task is to write a poem with the purpose of conveying your memories about school and your childhood.

Poems are opportunities to explore and experiment. They come in a huge array of different forms, it is an
opportunity for expression.

[ would recommend making some notes, before you begin writing, about the different memories you may want to
write about. Once you have chosen some memories; expand on them. What can you see, hear, smell, feel, touch?
How does the memory make you feel emotionally? Do you look back on it fondly? Would you want to create more
memories like these? What did you learn from this moment? Why do you think you remember this moment
specifically?

Rather than a specific memory you may wish to write about the over-arching idea of memory.
These notes will help you structure the different verses/stanzas of you poem.

Think about the poems you have read — they are all structured differently. You should pursue whatever structure you
feel comfortable with when writ'tng your own poem.

i

Th'mgs you may want to consider:

e A range of poetic features such as rhyme, rhythm, imagery, couplets, alliteration and assonance:
o Alliteration — same sound at the start (e.g. meandering moonlit moor)
o Assonance - similar sounds in the centre of a word
* The ball bound around without sound on the ground
¢ A range of punctuation is very common in poetry — you could focus on dashes, semi-colons,
colons and parenthesis (brackets). All of which allow you to insert additional phrases and clauses
but can help maintain the rhyming structure.
e Separating your poem into stanzas or verses which can work similarly to paragraphs and could
centre around a specific idea or section of your memory.
e Consider how many syllables you may want to use in each line
e Consider the rhyming structure.
e Consider the use of similes and metaphors which are also very effective in poetry.




Colon

2. Introduce examples or explanations.

It gives a little more information about what
comes before it.

The bird eats lots of snacks: he needs lots of
energy for flying.

Brackets

Separate additional detail or information

| spoke to Eliza (her sister is a doctor)
about your strange symptoms.

| gave the bear a banana (all | had

left).

The word of phrase inside the brackets, commas

or dash is called a parenthesis.

Semi-colon
main clauses

2. Replace a full stop.

It links two complete sentences and turns them
into one sentence. The two sentences are closely
linked in meaning.

It shows a LONGER pause than a comma

The girl has never been so terrified; she backed
away, but there was nowhere to hide.

The film was brilliant; | had a great time.

Dash

Show a break in a sentence.
Separate two clauses.

The fire spread quickly and the trees were engulfed —
| was scared.

Remember:
* Itis stronger than a comma
* Itislonger than a hyphen

Examples of poems around the theme of childhood memories as well as other

themes:

Through The Eyes OF A Chicd

Encowa;(ed fo see strangers as friends
frip o the park ends

With a arin.

It beains with coy h

eLo

Memory

A sudden twitch,
The curtain
Drawn aside,
Memory floods in
Bright light.

It can bring pain
Or remembered
Delight.

Hold on to it,

And before you wiow it
You are running around fogether
Enjoying the simeLe pLeastres
sLides and swings.
Uninhibited Laugh‘fcr rings free.
 onLy we never” Lost those vaLves
how sweet Life wourd be.

Do not cast it

Aside.

While you can feel
And remember,

You, and they

Are not alone,

For in your memories

They are alive.




The Good Old Days

Do you remember
The good old days
and the baoved farm
Where we usad to playl

The rope sing thae fied I'll Remember
Under a big Ok tree
That for hours UDON hours
My Fi Drink Our laughter would ring I'llnever be a grownup
My irst Drin e whao forgets [ wasa kid.
By Bob Boswher Neow, 010 That we woeked on togahar I'won't pinch children
Or the hills the we would fed .
Down 1 oW Wk on their cheeks
My mem a bat harsy or say, “Look what you did!"
My memory is & bat has o Sos id et e Y: iy
It as nencteen therty fous With the world 1o eplore Iwon'task
We would bond togahe
of our round Kitchen able In the grest cutdoors whatthey want to be
when they are old
and our woodden Boor Coir wrotd B
T WOG WS 5O Carefres d -I.ikemﬂ
When we were yo ELIMR P .
Mamn was on thes side We were siways brought togeha
By our farmily's lowe Instead
Papa on the other )
Look & us now I'll watch them

[ was inmy lugh chair AN how Mudh we have grown

We have turned out 0 wall bﬂlﬂg endsoffice I

opposite my brothey

Bacaute Of the Sarmpies wa were hown blowing bubbles
Then o my tny hands Our famity I urited skipping stones
And we always will be wasting flashlight batteries
hey put & tinry lattle cup There for each cther ine all dav 1 in tr
they sind OK Bob Throughout eremity spendllng Ly -:mg
§ drink . I'won't forget my friends

Yl s 1w he good old days : i

‘ v Contain manories of a time or rolling down a hill.

Where the world wes 30 good

| tned and | tned It was tridy subime Wi I’magm p
v ’ ol i
my quest was unfulfilled S b ot Pk Il ber
oy e | ned That we an alwarys haore .
v Whe can reflect on cur memories childhood.
the milk was abwarys spnlied When there is time to pare Yeswill.

Suggested Structure and Planning Sheet

The beauty of poetry is that you have the freedom to write in whatever structure you desire.

However, if you are unsure and need some guidance I have listed below some instructions to

help you. If you have other ideas please do pursue them whilst remembering the features of a
poem.

= 4 verses
= 8 syllables per line
*  Written in rhyming couplets

Verse 1 — Where/when are you? Describe the physical scene.

Verse 2 — What can you see/hear/small/taste? Further detailed description

Verse 3 — The memory.

Verse 4 — Fondly looking back on that memory.




