Cocoon, or egg casing.
May contain a few to

dozens of eggs.

Life cycle of the earthworm

Hatchling: Tiny, white,

thread-like worms
\ / are often
produced

Cocoon production: The skin

of the clitellum sloughs off

(like a snake’s skin)
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Juvenile: Grows and develops
color (if pigmented).

Worms

hatched
in the
spring
reach
maturity
in the fall.
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' Adult: Reaches full size, has
Reproduction: Worms can self fully developed clitellum

fertilize (clone themselves), or and sexual organs.
reproduce sexually

(shown bere).

Life g/c[e of an earthworm © Rick Kollarh



