
Writing 

LO: To be able to write an account using the features of a newspaper article 

YOUR TASK: 

You are going to be writing a news article based on true events from World War II.  

As news reporters for the Weirwold Gazette, you have just been informed that you are to write the front 
page ‘breaking news’ article giving the details of Chamberlain’s announcement as he declared the country 

at war. 

In order to hear this event please listen to the clip provided in the table. 

I would recommend making some notes of key events and details to help you as you write. Such as 
the key information and phrases that were said. You can then think about the reactions from the men, 

women and children of Little Weirwold.  

 

Remember: Newspaper articles are informative, factual pieces of writing, in some cases they may 
sensationalise news in order to make sure their newspaper sells ahead of others, this is because the 

media is a business that needs to make money. Your newspaper report should therefore be both 
informative and capture the attention of your reader.  

You should aim to report the entirety of the declaration and include statements and reactions about 
what various people thought of the announcement – perhaps other characters you have met whilst reading 

the book – when you have ‘interviewed’ them. This is something that will be made up. 

Remember there is a specific formula you can follow to achieve this successfully. Below are some 
examples from the Autumn Term when we wrote about the events in Macbeth as you saw for your Pigeon 

Impossible writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Things you may want to consider: 

 A range of complex, compound and simple sentences – this will allow you to explain the 
specific details of the announcement that occurred. It will also give your writing greater clarity 
which is essential for an informative piece of writing. 

 You should also speculate as to what this announcement may mean for the country and the 
future, as well as what details are yet to be clarified. 

 A range of punctuation – in this piece of writing you could focus on speech, colons, parenthesis 
(brackets). All of which are often found in newspaper articles. 

 

 

 

 In addition, think about creating sensation through a careful choice of verbs (actions), adverbs 
(how the actions are carried out) and adjectives (descriptive language). 



 Unlike our previous newspaper article, I would avoid the use of humour or puns (a play on 
words) as it was a very worrying time for the country.  

Suggested Structure and Planning Sheet 

This is an idea to help guide you, if you have other ideas please pursue them, this is not a 
strict number of paragraphs. 

 

Paragraph One - Detail dates and times and general information about the war 
announcement. Who? What? Where?  
 
Yesterday, on the 3rd September 1939, the residents of Little Weirworld gathered together to hear Prime 
Minister Chamberlain’s shocking announcement. His grave and solemn tone echoed around the village 
church as he spoke of Germany’s failure to withdraw their troops from Poland, and he stated that 
“consequently this country is at war with Germany.”… 
 
Paragraph Two - The reaction of the British nation including quotations. 

Spreading like a plague across Britain, children and the elderly cried and wept uncontrollably until the 
early hours. King George’s kind words comforted the lost souls, with “I ask all to stay calm and united in 
this time of need”. Ex-servicemen hung their heads with dread: war was approaching. A heart-tugging 
quote from a military solider gives families hope, “All I can ask is that we stay calm and keep our loved 
ones close, family is all that matters.”… 

Paragraph Three - The reactions of the residents of Little Weirwold.  

The spiritual atmosphere of the church was disturbed by the cries of disbelief from the villagers… 

Paragraph Four – How to get involved with the war effort, next steps for the villagers. 

Here at the Weirworld Gazette, we recommend you do everything in your power to make this painful time 
more bearable. Prepare yourself for the evacuation of children into the countryside and rationing of 
everyday items… 

 

This is by no means a completed example, you will probably find there is so much more you 
will want to include, but it does give you an idea of what it should aim to be like. 

Aside from this, remember the other features of newspaper articles that should be considered, 
such as; headlines, newspaper names and images.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



On the following page are some images of example articles that may be useful for inspiration 
and capturing the right tone. 

 
 

 


