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\) South Farnham School Newsletter: December 2019

Christmas is almost upon us and with that comes the opportunity to reflect on a busy,
creative, productive and successful term.

We have enjoyed excellent performances in every year group across the school from Year R to Year 6.
Thank you for such positive feedback regarding the children’s performances; it is truly a wonderful
way for every child in the school to work together, build confidence and make memories. We are ex-
tremely proud of them all and grateful for your support.

As you know, we do not charge for these occasions but collect for charities close to our hearts at
South Farnham. This year we raised over £2000 which has been divided between Phyllis Tuckwell Hos-
pice, Cancer Research and Diabetes UK amongst others.




Our Christmas fairs on both sites were again a huge success and grateful thanks are extended to all

who supported these important fundraising events. All money raised will be used to continue to im-
prove facilities and provide learning experiences for our children.

¥ Children and staff very much enjoyed the W’éﬁ— ye
| traditional Christmas lunch and year group W% .. 1? g
Christmas parties. Many thanks to all par- g i- ;
ents who volunteered their time to help ) ‘& '
with these and for your kind donations. 3
Anything left over was given to Farnham

Foodbank to help support our local com-
munity over the Christmas period.

Our wonderful choirs have been extremely
busy performing over the festive period. Firstly
they sang some Christmas songs to accompany
the Phyllis Tuckwell Light Up A Life Evening on
Monday 25th November. The service is a very
emotional time for the people who attend and
for them to be able to come along afterwards
and see the children sing, does really help
them. We received some wonderful messages
of thanks including, ‘We really do appreciate
the support that is given to us from South Farn- §
ham School every year, it makes a massive
difference to all of us’.

{3

fi

_ ‘v_
*ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ"‘a""ﬂ'

During December choirs have also performed in front of the Singing for the Mind group at Farnham
Maltings for people living with dementia and at Waverley Grange and Grace House Care Homes.

Our Singing Around the Tree at the Infants and Nativity Assembly at the Juniors on Thursday 19th De-

cember completed this eventful Autumn term.

£ May we take this op-
portunity to thank

happy and peaceful
holiday !



Remembrance

Thank you to all the parents and friends who
joined us for our Remembrance Service. 2019
marked 100 years since the first two-minute si-
lence was observed on Armistice Day, 11" No-
vember 1919. For those of us born during peace-
time, all wars seem far removed from our daily
lives and for this reason it is even more im-
portant we remember together the men and
women from so many different nations, cultures,
religions, faiths and backgrounds who came to-
gether and stood shoulder to shoulder to defend
our freedom and way of life. A Remembrance
Service took place at both sites where the chil-
dren reflected upon the importance of the Armi- |
stice while some year 6 pupils represented the -
school by reading poems they had written at the = ™

service at Gostrey Meadows.

At the junior site we were delighted to welcome Alan Earwaker, Deputy Mayor of Farnham and bugler,
Graeme Verroken, who played the Last Post and Reveille. Keeping tradition, Mr. Carter’s father’s military
uniform was displayed on the stage with the school’s Chair of Trustees’ grandfather’s medals. The chil-
dren’s moving performance was filmed by ITV News as part of their coverage of Remembrance across
our region. The school featured in two news pieces, as Farnham sits on the borderline of Thames Valley
and the South West area.

If you would like to view them click on the link to find the reports by Juliette Fletcher and Richard Slee.

We are very fortunate to have so many wonderful libraries at the school and the FErE S
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children delight in the opportunities they have to read a wide variety of fiction and o
non fiction. We have begun a programme of ‘libraries without walls’ at the junior = z

site with book shelves appearing along the walls of the corridors on the ground &
floor and upstairs. Currently we have lots of over due books showing. Please could
you take a few moments over the holidays to check for any library books that your =
child may have brought home that need to be returned to school. We have some %
big plans for the libraries next term and need the shelves to be full! ;

The British Heart Foundation
visited Year 6 pupils and pro-
© | vided training on how to call
| the emergency services,
putting someone in the re-
covery position and carrying
out CPR. The children were
(as quoted by the BHF visi-
tors) ‘very enthusiastic, en-
gaged and well behaved - a
credit to South Farnham’.




held a special assembly to focus on this important issue. TSRSl

We regularly talk to the children about keeping them- MW e

Pleass poark away
Troam out school

It was Road Safety Week 18th-24th November and we
Road Q | " .
Week

selves safe, especially when crossing roads and walking  FEpeeretern
18-24 November 2019 . . KEEP
to and from school. We would ask that you reinforce this CLEAR

THIANMSK YOU

message at home. In addition, South Farnham is a thriving community and

Menin Way/School Lane can be an extremely busy areas with our own : e
schools, The Abbey School, Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice and local residents. We do appreciate the dlfhcultles
in parking but request that you refrain from parking on the yellow zigzags, paths/pavements/grass verg-
es and parking across driveways and entrances. This would enhance the children’s safety and help to
promote the positive relationships that exist with our neighbours. We thank you for your co-operation.

The children thrive in their games and sporting || We have several children with
activities both in and out of school and we are || severe nut allergies on both

always delighted to celebrate their achieve- sites. Please could you ensure
ments. In addition to their timetabled weekly || that products containing nuts
PE and the Junior Jog we have over 200 chil- are avoided for school packed

dren playing sport after school, competitively
and for pure enjoyment. Next term we are
looking forward to increasing the children’s fit-
ness through some new initiatives at both sites
as well as participating in the swimming gala
and the next Cross Country at Farnham Park.
See the separate Sports Newsletter for full
details of all this term’s activities.

lunches and snacks. Although
we strive to be ‘nut-free’ in

school, it is impossible to pro-

vide an absolute guarantee that no nuts will be
brought onto the premises, so extra care in this
respect would be greatly appreciated. Could you
also remind your child that they should not share
packed lunches or snacks with other children.

This year we had special workshops for year 3 and 4 during

Anti Bullying Week to remind ourselves of the core values

which underpin everything we do and believe at South Farn-

STMITS “s ham School. These values are modelled by the staff and chil-
WITH dren at school daily and include honesty, integrity, respect,
courtesy and diversity. We focussed on the motto ‘change
#ANTIBULLYINGWEEK starts with us’ to talk about the importance of respecting

ourselves, each other, our school and our environment.

We talk regularly to the children about ‘every ac-

tion has a reaction’ whether positive or negative. . ﬁéﬁ '“m

This applies to what we say, the things we do and " Eve ry actibn
how we treat each other and our environment. Ask has a reaction
your child to talk to you about the values of hones- M‘&‘-&as @,;ﬁ

ty, integrity, respect, courtesy and diversity and

what they mean to us at school. Your support with R e e S

this essential message is much appreciated. -
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Applications for Year Rand Year 3 for || The staff who work
next September close 15" January 2020. ' with your children are

If you have siblings (not already at our In- || wonderful people. If
fant or Junior site) requiring a school place || you would be interest- TEAC HNG
for next September, thisis a gentlere- || ed in joining our tal-
minder to fill in your application forms. || ented team of teach-
: . BECAUSE EVEN TEACHERS
As we are one school, children at the In- || ing assistants please NEEVY UEROES
fants automatically move up to year 3; you || contact the school

do not have to complete an application office for more details.
form.

Thank you to local author, Alex Eeles, who came to
speak to the children in assembly about the joy of
reading and the process of writing. He announced
his plan to help create South Farnham Juniors’
very own Christmas story. At the Christmas Fair,
Alex hosted an interactive storytelling stall where
d budding writers and illustrators of any age helped
him create a brand new festive tale. We gave chil-
dren the title The Year the Christmas Trees Disap-
peared and then let their imaginations, writing and
drawing run wild! Alex is currently typing up the
words and has offered to print and bind it so we
can have copies in the school libraries.

It is always a pleasure to welcome Reverend David Uffindell, Rec-
tor of Farnham, to the school. In December he brought Curate,
John Marrow, with him and together they spoke to the children
about how Christians celebrate Christmas and helped us to light
our first advent candle. This forms part of our aim to expose the
children to a broad and balanced range of cultures and religions
as they begin to value and understand different beliefs and de-
velop a respect for diversity and the views of others.

As always, the children enjoyed participating in a wide variety of activities for Children in Need. These
included, decorating Pudsey with coins, a ‘beat the teacher’ quiz, guessing the amount of jelly beans in
the jar, a penalty shoot out and and art sale. The '
traditional bake sales were also a huge success.
Across both sites we raised over £1500 for Chil-
dren in Need; this is just one of the ways we talk
' ‘to the children
about charity and
supporting chil-

- dren and families
5% in difficult circum- |
stances.




We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter which celebrates the extraordinarily rich curriculum which
underpins our ethos and philosophy and applauds the children’s extensive participation and success in
music, drama, sports and the arts. In the last two weeks alone, the children have flourished in 14 Christ-
mas play performances and seven year group parties, the choirs have sung at a number of local care
homes and for Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice and we have been amazed at your generosity in providing dona-
tions for Farnham Foodbank and the local ‘Extra Christmas Present’ Appeal.

! hope you will have read with delight the letter sent earlier this week celebrating the children’s aca-
demic achievements in the recently published End of Key Stage 2 results for 2018-19. The attainment
figures show that 99% of pupils reached the expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths com-
pared to the Surrey average of 70% and the National average of 65%, placing South Farnham in the top
0.5% of school nationally. In addition to this wonderful achievement, 35% of our children achieved at a
higher standard in Reading, Writing and Maths compared to the Surrey average of 14% and the National
average of 11%.

The Progress Scores are equally impressive placing South Farnham in the top 10% of schools in England.
A score of 0 denotes that, on average, children scored the same end of Key Stage 2 scaled score as the
national average for all children who had the same starting point at the end of Year 2. A score higher
than O demonstrates that, on average, children achieved higher end of Key Stage 2 scaled scores than
the national average of the children with the same starting point at the end of Year 2. Our published
data shows progress of 4.1 in Reading, 2.91 in Writing and 5.14 in Maths. 9% of schools in England are
classed as well below average, 6% below average, 8% above average and 10% well above average.

You can examine the data yourself at https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/136888/

south-farnham-school/primary. This fantastic achievement in attainment and progress is highly significant

when you consider that South Farnham School has one of the largest cohorts of children in the country;
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pected standard in Reading, Maths and Science and 96% in Writing.

- THETOP 250 STATE PRINARY SCHOOLS IN ENGLAND Such consistently outstanding results mean that we fea-

Schools are ranked by the aggregated average scaled scores achieved by childrenin . ] B
| fromn Sats taken in 2018. Whare scores are tied, the aumbsr of pupilsachieving thess. ture in The Su nday Times Parent Power list of the top

many schools have a single class of less than thirty.

This term we were also delighted to have received a letter from Nick
Gibb, Minister of State for School Standards, highlighting the school’s
outstanding achievement in the 2019 phonics screening check. 99% of

our children reached or exceeded the pass mark placing us in the top 3 |
per cent of all primary schools in the country. Similarly, children acieved |
well at the end of Key Stage 1 with 100% of children meeting the ex-!

: g 250 state primary schools in England. Schools are ranked
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i & : § é R by the aggregated average scaled scores achieved by
L Mfewemmiidod L uwein wmm 0% children in reading, grammar and maths end of Key
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& .m,v,,hmg‘;,,;":‘“___mﬂj‘!"*mm e 345 which is a fantastic achievement, especially when you
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We would like to thank you for your support of the children in every aspect of their school life.




:.-E_, Each year there are only 190 statutory school days in
E_Eu school, 380 registration sessions.
'*‘é'ﬁ‘ : This means there are 175 days (weekends / School Holi-
SEHUU PLINCTII.II.FT'I'
oy ;a Ehdahf-emmmrg days) for shopping, birthday treats, non-urgent medical
':hg :-puhctualitqw,mmh,,i = and dental appointments, holidays etc.
3
{PUN,EIUALL,UY If a child misses 16 days of school in a year — then they are
;__J E:EI?RINIPIJ?]E out of school more than they are in school
- lTF'lIl.hf \J'E. . . . . .
Qiib;?l : H=E If a child misses a day a week for their entire school life —
g =h it is equivalent to missing 2 years of school.
% Attend- =% Ab- = Days =Weeks missed = Years missed (Over 5
ance sence missed years of education)
100 0 0 0 0
90 10 19 4 0.5
80 20 38 8 1
70 30 57 12 1.5
60 40 76 15 2
50 50 95 19 2.5
Minutes Late Days Lost The school’s target is for every child to
_ . have 100% attendance. Whilst we appre-
5 minutes late is 3 days lost each year . . oy
ciate there are times when a child is genu-
10 minutes late 6.5 days lost each year inely too unwell to come to school we en-
15 minutes late 10 days lost each year ~ courage you to send your child in when it
) is possible. Congratulations to all the chil-
20 minutes late 13 days lost each year dren who have 100% attendance this
30 minutes late 19 days lost each year  term.

Please be aware that The Education (Pupil Registration)(England) (Amendment) Regulations
2013 state that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there
are exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher should determine the number of school days a
child can be away from school if leave is granted.

In accordance with the above Regulations, requests for leave of absence are treated sympatheti-
cally, but only in exceptional circumstances can they be approved. The policy of the Govern-
ment to which this school has agreed, states that parents who take their child out of school for
five days or more during term time, without the authority of the Headteacher, will each be liable
to receive a penalty notice. Penalty Notices will be issued by the Local Authority. The penalty is
£60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within
28 days of receipt of the notice. If the penalty is not paid in full by the end of the 28-day period
the Local Authority must prosecute the recipient for failing to ensure regular school attendance
under section 444 Education Act 1996. Please be aware that each parent is liable to receive a
Penalty Notice for each child who incurs unauthorised absences, for example, if there are two
parents and one child, each parent will receive one Penalty Notice. If there are two parents and
two children incurring unauthorised absences, each parent will receive two Penalty Notices,
which in this case would amount to £120 each if paid within 21days.
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(F South Farnham School Child Care:

Infant and Junior sites.

We are delighted to be able to offer parents and guardians high quality wrap around
child care for the children attending South Farnham School: at both the Infant and
Junior sites. The children will be looked after by Child Care Teaching Assistants who
are committed to generating an atmosphere of care and respect within a safe and
secure environment.

Breakfast Buddies: This Before School Care Facility looks after children who
attend South Farnham Infant or Junior Sites each school day (see times below). The
children will be provided with breakfast (typically cereal, a drink and fruit). At 8.15
children at the Junior site will be taken to the playground for supervised play. Infant
children will be supervised indoors.

After School Care: The After School Care Facility looks after children who attend
South Farnham Infant or Junior Sites each school day (see times below). The
children will be provided with a drink, fruit and biscuits. The children are given a
broad range of activities which will include board games, arts and crafts and
outdoor activities when the weather permits. There is the opportunity for children
to work on their homework or to read.

Charges from September 2019 will be at the following rates:-

Breakfast Buddies for the Infants: 8.00-8.50am £8.00 (including breakfast)
After School Care Short Session for the Infants: 3.05-4.00pm £7.00

After School Care Long Session for the Infants: 3.05-5.30pm £14.00

Breakfast Buddies for the Juniors: 7.45-8.45am £8.00 (including breakfast)
After School Care Short Session for the Juniors: 3.30-4.30pm £7.00
After School Care Long Session for the Juniors: 3.30-6.00pm £14.00.

All bookings and payments are made through the Parent Pay booking system.
Parents can make, amend bookings and pay for them up until 12 noon on the day
for the after school care and 12 noon on the previous day for Breakfast Buddies.
After that the school needs to be contacted. Please note that the child is not
booked in until the booking is paid for.



