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@SouthFarnham

4th May 2020
Dear parents and carers

We are now two weeks into the summer term and hopefully the Government will provide some detail this week regarding the next steps. 

The school remains open for the children of key workers, including Bank Holiday Friday. We continue to monitor and revise the programme of home learning provided for the children and are very grateful for your support and feedback.

So far, the children have missed 20 actual days of school although I admit it feels much longer since we were last all together. Over the last week more parents have contacted me concerned about their child’s work or behaviour. I’m sure all of us have struggled at some point since ‘lockdown’ began. Please don’t put yourselves under pressure; it will all be alright in the end. Some children are enjoying ‘remote learning’; others are harder to motivate, especially as time goes on. As I said in my last letter, please don’t worry about your child finding things difficult or ‘falling behind’. However long this takes, we have plans to ensure that when the children return to school, life will return to normal as soon as possible and it is our job, as teachers, to make sure no child is disadvantaged. The most important thing is for us all to care of our families’ mental and physical health and well-being and to keep a routine of learning for the children. If you are struggling, please contact the school or other support agencies. 

Focus on what you can do; not what you can’t. Small steps turn into miles.
The Education Endowment Foundation has published some resources to help support parents with daily routines and home learning. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/support-resources-to-share-with-parents/ 

The newest addition to our provision has been the Zoom Assemblies – a huge success! The teachers have loved seeing the children and hearing what they have been getting up to. Feedback indicates the children loved speaking to their teachers too. 

You may have seen some of our children enjoying their baking on ITV Meridian news as part of the item on flour shortages. The link to the online page is below and if you scroll to the bottom you can view Penny Silvester’s whole two-minute clip. 

https://www.itv.com/news/meridian/2020-04-28/flour-production-increases-ten-fold-due-to-home-baking-surge/
Transitions – although we still have a way to go we are currently liaising with our Nursery settings, Year 2 teachers (including feeder schools), Weydon and other secondary schools to ensure the transition process is as smooth as possible for children joining Year R, 3 and 7 in September. Further information will follow as and when we know what ‘returning to school’ will look like. 

Trips – we are working with our trip providers and our insurers to try to recover the contributions paid by parents for the trips to Osmington Bay, Marchants Hill and Preston Montford. This is proving to be a lengthier process that we had first expected. In order to ensure that parents are refunded on a timely basis we will be starting the refund process ahead of the school receiving reimbursement. We hope that everyone will have received their refund through ParentPay by 22nd May.

Farnham in Bloom - As part of Farnham in Bloom this year there is a ‘Thank you NHS’ poster competition for the children to get involved in. 

Show your thanks to our NHS service by making a poster for our front line workers. Your poster can be any size or shape, just have fun making it! Please include your name, age, class and school. Please email a photo of your poster to bloom@farnham.gov.uk by Friday 29 May 2020.  

Details can also be seen on each Year Group’s Forum Page on the school website. Have fun and we look forward to seeing them around Farnham in the Summer.

Please continue to send the wonderful videos and pictures of the children’s successes which can be seen on Twitter @SouthFarnham and on the school website. The teachers really like to see what they have been getting up to and it brings joy to be able to share them with you all. 
With very best wishes
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As a reminder, we have provided the following:

· an opportunity for the children to see and talk to their class teacher with a weekly Zoom class assembly
· work set for each year group on a weekly basis. A table of work is published on the website with links to resources needed along with the expectation of how and where this will be completed.  Each day the children are provided with an hour of English, an hour of Mathematics and two hours of foundation. 

· an exercise book for children to complete their work in.

· LOOM videos from class teachers. These are pre-recorded videos from the class teachers either providing support with home learning or reading part of the class book.

· year group forum pages: an area for the children to talk directly to their class teachers about home learning. 
· year group work submission pages: an area for the children to upload work they are particularly proud of. Class teachers then respond with feedback on their work. 

· a dedicated page on the website for links to other online resources which can be used to supplement pupils’ learning (including links to virtual museum tours, science experiment tutorials, e-books, dance classes, gardening tips, quizzes and PE workouts)

· an area dedicated to reading. Here there are prompts for questioning, reading challenges and ‘Surprise Storyteller’ videos. Each week there are a number of new surprise storytellers (from teachers and pupils) 

· a dedicated page on the website for non-screen activities (for example, ‘Start a nature diary. Look out of the window each day and keep note or what you see - birds, flowers, changes in the weather and what else?’)

· a ‘SFS Challenge’: a set of positive challenges set for the children to have a go at home. The activities, directly set by a teacher, aim to be fun, to encourage learning something new or to help maintain a positive mindset during the challenge of staying at home. For example, ‘Miss Pearce challenges you to get baking! Link with some friends and create a bake off challenge. Get your friends and family to judge the results by sending pictures and completing a taste test. Share your results using #SFSchallenge’. Take a look at the 3A Bake off video! Our teachers have also been posting pictures of themselves trying out some of the challenges and sharing them using the #SFSchallenge hash tag. 
· ‘One day in Art History’: 30 days of art history along with 30 creative ideas for the children, each one linking with that particular day’s fact. These are posted daily on Twitter @SouthFarnham or can be found on the website.

· ‘Around the World in 80 books’: this is a resource of roughly 13 children’s books from each continent for the children to explore. The children can’t go on holiday but they can now travel around the world using their imagination through books as well as exploring a variety of different cultures and settings. 
· a page on the website for the celebration of home learning (pictures and videos shared by parents)

· a celebration of home learning and the work that keyworker children are doing at school on Twitter. 
· a dedicated email address (sfsremote@sfet.com) for any technical issues with home learning. 

· a dedicated email address (sfssubmissions@sfet.org.uk) for sharing photos with the class teachers.

· Active Surrey post daily ideas for physical activities at home, for the whole family. http://www.activesurrey.com/get-started/active-at-home
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