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20th April 2020
Dear parents and carers

I hope you all had a restful Easter break and are managing to stay mentally and physically well.

This has to be the strangest ‘welcome back’ letter I’ve ever written as we embark on our very first remote summer term! 

The school remained open for the children of key workers throughout the holiday period and will continue to do so during the pandemic. This has made a significant contribution to the ability of key workers to continue with their heroic efforts at this difficult time. I am sure you will join with me in my huge appreciation of all staff volunteers who have made it possible.  

Children at home have been given an enriched curriculum program which has been carefully monitored and regularly revised. We have received positive feedback from so many parents together with wonderful videos and pictures of the children’s successes which can be seen on Twitter @SouthFarnham and on the school website. School and home truly working together.

Despite reports you may have read in the media over the weekend, no decision has been made on a timetable for re-opening schools. The Government has clearly stated that schools remain closed until further notice, except for children of critical workers and the most vulnerable children. Schools will only re-open fully when the scientific advice indicates it is the right time to do so. Although this is clearly a challenging time for children and parents we remain very positive about the next steps. Remember so far, the children have only missed 10 actual days of school although it may feel much longer. 

We know that children and families have very different home circumstances. Some have good access to the internet. Others will not. Some have access to outside space. Others will not. In addition, many parents are continuing to work at home and must balance work demands alongside supporting their children’s learning. We’ve all had to adapt to new ways of working, so I wanted to take the opportunity to say what an amazing job you’re doing supporting your child’s wellbeing and learning during this time. Please don’t worry about your child finding things difficult or ‘falling behind’. However long this takes, we have plans to ensure that when the children return to school, life will return to normal as soon as possible and it is our job, as teachers, to make sure no child is disadvantaged. I think the hardest part for the children is missing their friends. Maybe, in the midst of this terrible time, there are some valuable lessons on what is really important! 

It has definitely been a strange and challenging time, so it’s normal if you or your child feel anxious at the moment. In addition to previous information sent there are lots of useful resources you can access:

Internet Matters have launched a hub called #staysafestayhome which provides information for parents about online safety and how to use tech well whilst we're all at home: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/staysafestayhome-tech-advice-and-resources-to-support-families-at-home/
You may also wish to look at:

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/your-feelings/anxiety-stress-panic/worries-about-the-world/coronavirus/
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/
I have also attached a document on behalf of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health.

We miss the children very much, but just because we’re not all in the same building, doesn’t mean we can’t have some fun together! At the end of this letter you can view the provision we have put in place so far. In addition to this we are looking at a ‘safe’ way to be able to interact directly with each class and hope to have this in place by the end of the week. Please continue to use the website and Twitter feed to feel connected with the school. If you have not done so you may wish to watch the Spring Prom video with your child.

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xOiAB3rYEznfAuS0DERWnMeMzPDdz_dS/view?usp=sharing
Clearly, we have a minimum of three more weeks of remote learning so let’s hope we can return to school in time for the second half of the summer term.  Remember, if you have any concerns about helping your child learn or you need any other support from the school, please let us know. We can’t say yet when we will be able to open the school fully, but rest assured that we’ll continue doing our utmost to keep your child learning and our school community connected. 

With very best wishes[image: image2.emf] 




 


As a reminder, we have provided the following:

· work set for each year group on a weekly basis. A table of work is published on the website with links to resources needed along with the expectation of how and where this will be completed.  Each day the children are provided with an hour of English, an hour of Mathematics and two hours of foundation. 

· an exercise book for children to complete their work in.

· LOOM videos from class teachers. These are pre-recorded videos from the class teachers either providing support with home learning or reading part of the class book.

· year group forum pages: an area for the children to talk directly to their class teachers about home learning. 
· year group work submission pages: an area for the children to upload work they are particularly proud of. Class teachers then respond with feedback on their work. 

· a dedicated page on the website for links to other online resources which can be used to supplement pupils’ learning (including links to virtual museum tours, science experiment tutorials, e-books, dance classes, gardening tips, quizzes and PE workouts)

· an area dedicated to reading. Here there are prompts for questioning, reading challenges and ‘Surprise Storyteller’ videos. Each week there are a number of new surprise storytellers (from teachers and pupils) 

· a dedicated page on the website for non-screen activities (for example, ‘Start a nature diary. Look out of the window each day and keep note or what you see - birds, flowers, changes in the weather and what else?’)

· a ‘SFS Challenge’: a set of positive challenges set for the children to have a go at home. The activities, directly set by a teacher, aim to be fun, to encourage learning something new or to help maintain a positive mindset during the challenge of staying at home. For example, ‘Miss Pearce challenges you to get baking! Link with some friends and create a bake off challenge. Get your friends and family to judge the results by sending pictures and completing a taste test. Share your results using #SFSchallenge’. Take a look at the 3A Bake off video! Our teachers have also been posting pictures of themselves trying out some of the challenges and sharing them using the #SFSchallenge hash tag. 
· ‘One day in Art History’: 30 days of art history along with 30 creative ideas for the children, each one linking with that particular day’s fact. These are posted daily on Twitter @SouthFarnham or can be found on the website.

· ‘Around the World in 80 books’: this is a resource of roughly 13 children’s books from each continent for the children to explore. The children can’t go on holiday but they can now travel around the world using their imagination through books as well as exploring a variety of different cultures and settings. 
· a page on the website for the celebration of home learning (pictures and videos shared by parents)

· a celebration of home learning and the work that keyworker children are doing at school on Twitter. 
· a dedicated email address (sfsremote@sfet.com) for any technical issues with home learning. 

· a dedicated email address (sfssubmissions@sfet.org.uk) for sharing photos with the class teachers.

· Active Surrey post daily ideas for physical activities at home, for the whole family. http://www.activesurrey.com/get-started/active-at-home
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