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18th March 2020

Dear Parents and Carers

Thank you for your continued support of the school in following the advice and guidance of Public Health England to ensure those in our community are kept as safe as possible from COVID-19. As you will know, we receive daily updates from the Department for Education and our intent is to continue to provide the best education possible for our children. It is very difficult to predict what might happen, but we have taken steps in school to plan as best as we can for future events; we appreciate your continued support and understanding. 

Current advice remains in place: no education or children’s social care setting should close in response to a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England. The Chief Medical Officer has advised that the impact of closing schools on both children’s education and on the workforce will be substantial, but the benefit to public health may not be. Decisions on future advice to schools will be taken based on the latest and best scientific evidence, which at this stage suggests children are a lower risk group. 

As you will be aware there was a change to the government advice regarding COVID-19. In summary:

· staff, young people and children should stay at home if they are unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature (37.8 degrees and above) to avoid spreading infection to others. The NHS describe a new, continuous cough as, ‘this means you’ve started coughing repeatedly’. Otherwise they should attend education or work as normal.

· if staff, young people or children become unwell on site with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature they should be sent home

· unless you have been directly advised to close by the local Public Health England Health Protection Team, we recommend all education settings remain open

Below is a link to the guidance for households with possible infections.  To clarify, the person with symptoms should self-isolate for 7 days whilst others in the household should self-isolate for 14 days. If a member of the household develops symptoms within the 14 days they need to self-isolate for 7 days from when they develop the first symptoms.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
We have taken a range of additional steps in school to support the health and well-being of all children and adults, for example;

· Cleaning and disinfecting regularly touched objects and surfaces more often than usual.

· Consistent reminders for children to ensure they wash their hands for 20 seconds more often than usual with antibacterial soap and water or hand sanitiser.

· Consistent reminders for children to catch coughs and sneezes in tissues or their elbows.

· We have purchased additional ‘no touch’ forehead thermometers. Adults take their temperature regularly throughout the day, all children who come to first aid have their temperature checked and Mrs Donnachie is checking a sample of children in a light hearted way throughout the day. 

If your child is not attending school please ensure they are reading every day, learning spellings and using Mathletics, Spellodrome and Times Table Rockstars. Please see the ‘Children’s Area’ in the ‘Parents’ section of the school website for exciting and fun games. Please do support your child by discussing the work set and monitoring completion. 

Should the school be required to close, teachers will set work for the children to complete at home. This will be available on the school website. 

I have received lots of questions regarding trips and residential visits. At present these will go ahead unless we are told otherwise and know you appreciate this is a rapidly changing situation. We will update you when we know more. 

I would also like to thank all of you who have offered help to the school over the last few days, ranging from donations of hand sanitiser and chocolate to support for some of our most vulnerable families. Community spirit is an amazing thing!

Thank you once again for your support of the school and understanding during this challenging time. We intend to do the very best for our children and will work tirelessly to support them, whatever the challenge we face. Schools are fundamental organisations of society and the people who work in them, at all levels, are key to the country moving forward in this difficult time. We will not be cavalier with anyone’s health, young or old, but we have a duty to our community currently to be a calm normalising factor for our children. 
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