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CHILDREN and staff at South Farnham School were delighted last week to welcome representatives from an African Aid charity established by local MP Jeremy Hunt in 2004 before he entered politics.  Hotcourses Foundation partnered with Nyumbani UK to build schools and care for children in Kenya who are affected by HIV/Aids or who have lost their parents to HIV.

South Farnham School hosted Nyumbani’s Executive Director Sister Mary Owens, IBVM; Chairperson of the UK Board, Celeste Shirvani and Board Member, Sally Patterson, also a Farnham Resident. 

The school shares the Charity’s belief in the right to education for all and is currently in the process of building links with the Hotcourses Primary School in Nyumbani Village in Kitui County, Kenya in order to assist with leadership, teaching, planning and resources to help change the lives of the children cared for by Nyumbani and HIV+ children in Kenya.

Sister Mary enjoyed a tour of the school before speaking to children about their education and dreams for the future. Sister Mary explained the work carried out by Nyumbani UK & The Hotcourses Foundation to members of the school’s child-led council and school governors.

Headteacher, Claire Donnachie, said the school was pleased to be able to help the charity and thanked Sister Mary and her colleagues for their visit.
“We are very proud to be asked to offer our expertise to help with the education of such vulnerable children in Africa,” she explained.
“South Farnham School is always happy to help other schools and believes every child should have access to outstanding education irrespective of their location or background. We have supported another school in Norway, however, this will be the first located in Africa! We are very grateful to Sister Mary and her team for their visit and hope that this is the start of a long and fruitful relationship between our schools which will also benefit our teachers, students and parent community.”
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