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	               PGQM Moderation feedback: September 2020

	
	School:   South Farnham School
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	Section A: What is the quality of geography education like?
	
	
	

	1. Intent: To what extent does the school’s geography curriculum set out and share the knowledge and skills that pupils will build?
	
	
	

	(i)
	The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision for geography.  Its rationale is clear and takes account of the school’s local context.
	
	
	(

	(ii)
	There is an ambitious, well planned and coherent geography curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.
	
	
	(

	(iii)
	Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful contexts for cross curricular learning, whole school initiatives and community events.
	
	
	(

	(iv)
	There are clearly shared high and age related expectations for what all pupils will know and be able to do with their geographical knowledge and skills.
	
	
	(

	2.  Implementation: How is the geography curriculum delivered and assessed to meet the needs of all pupils?
	
	
	

	(i)
	Geography teaching is highly effective, adapts to pupils’ needs and applies the intent described in Section A1.  It promotes appropriate discussion about the subject matter, stimulates curiosity and makes learning memorable.
	
	
	(

	(ii)
	The curriculum is relevant and authentic, enabling pupils to draw on everyday experiences as well as their own interests and talents to make sense of geographical processes, patterns and interconnections
	
	
	(

	(iii)
	Regular planned fieldwork opportunities utilising the school grounds, local area and wider environment is conducted as an essential part of quality geographical learning.
	
	
	(

	(iv)
	Pupils are given frequent and repeated opportunities to: observe, collect, measure, record, analyse, communicate and reflect on geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, images, numerical and quantitative skills, debating and writing at length.
	
	
	(

	(v)
	Assessment practices both inform teaching and check understanding, knowledge fluency and progression, offering clear, direct feedback and personalised levels of challenge related to the geography objectives and not generic literacy skills.
	
	
	(

	3.  Impact: How fluently do pupils apply their knowledge and skills to move their learning forward?
	
	
	

	(i)
	Pupils have good core knowledge, for example of places and what they are like, they are able to make sense of the way they, and others, see and connect places, people, processes and environments.
	
	
	(

	(ii)
	There is evidence of pupils employing geographical skill sets such as enquiry, mapping, graphicacy and vocabulary, often enhanced by digital technologies.
	
	
	(

	(iii)
	Pupils achieve well, make good progress and are equipped for success in the next stage of their education.  
	
	
	(

	Section B: How does geography education shape behaviour, attitudes and values?
	
	
	

	(i)
	Geography creates an effective learning environment, where teacher-pupil relationships are good and the subject is enjoyed and valued.
	
	
	(

	(ii)
	Pupils are given opportunities to develop confidence, independent enquiry and critical thinking, while working collaboratively, safely and with resilience.
	
	
	(

	(iii)
	Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used appropriately.
	
	
	(

	Section C: How does geography education support pupils’ personal development?
	
	
	

	(i)
	Geographical knowledge promotes an open-minded, balanced and considerate worldview, by: 

· equipping pupils to be responsible, respectful, active citizens, 

· exploring different lifestyles, cultures, perspectives and points of view,

· providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality.     
	
	
	(

	(ii)
	Contemporary and environmental geography themes are explored at a range of scales and across a variety of places empowering pupils to develop their own voice, whilst displaying respect and empathy with others’ standpoints.
	
	
	(

	Section D: How is Geography education being led and managed?
	
	
	

	(i)
	All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography curriculum.
	
	
	(

	(ii)
	Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies for improvement and lead to a well-focused geography curriculum. 
	
	
	(

	(iii)
	The subject leader oversees effective curriculum making and resourcing, utilising the collective expertise within and beyond the immediate school community.
	
	
	(

	Key:
       Bronze: evidence that a key indicator is being met in inconsistently-  within the subject leaders’ classroom as a minimum.

       Silver: evidence that a key indicator is being consistently met across the majority of the school for the majority of the time.
      Gold: evidence that a key indicator is consistently and constantly being met across the whole school.
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	Geography: notable aspects and  strengths

	We found this to be a well-presented submission which clearly identifies the continued excellence in the teaching and learning of geography at South Farnham School. The topics and themes studied are chosen to be relevant to the pupils and arouse their curiosity, giving them an understanding of their local community and a knowledge of the wider world.  Skills are carefully woven into the schemes of learning so that they become embedded and careful thought has been given to the sequencing of topics so that pupils can build and deepen their knowledge securely. It is clear that opportunities for fieldwork are frequent and an essential part of geographical learning at Farnham.
Many of the key concepts of geography are embedded in the highly effective curriculum. Pupils are given a clear sense of their identity and their place in the world through the local studies and comparisons with life in, for example, India and Greece. In Year 5, a study of several countries of Europe gives an opportunity to study the processes linked to cold climates. Pupils learn about the interdependence of these countries, as well as gaining an understanding of the connections between them. 
Sustainability is the theme of several units which helps pupils understand the threats to our environment and, importantly, the ways in which we can mitigate them. The projects about bees in Year 1 and Year 5 show pupils how we can impact the environment at a very local level; whilst the project on reducing plastic waste, led to an understanding of larger scale global issues and the reward of a video message from Ben Ainslie. We were particularly impressed with the way in which the school quickly adapted the curriculum to teach about the Covid-19 pandemic, which supports the pupils’ personal development and welfare by helping them understand the changes that are taking place in their lives.
Structured curriculum progression documents are used to guide the direction of teaching, learning and assessment. We saw excellent examples of the way in which pupils demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in geography and how this builds on prior learning. Pupils are clearly encouraged to ask their own questions and develop their research skills.

The Subject Leader provides strong and strategic leadership. She continues to develop the geography curriculum which ensures that pupils at Farnham are curious about the world they live in and fully prepared for the next stage of their geographical education. Staff are confident about teaching geography and the progress of pupils’ learning in geography is robustly assessed. We are also pleased to see that the expertise of the subject leader is being shared across other schools in the Trust. 


	Geography: aspects to develop and strengthen

	· Consider using enquiry questions as the focus of your teaching units. These can help to engage students and teaching staff and provide a basis for a range of teaching strategies.
· We are sure that you do collect pupil views of geography; it would have been useful to showcase some of these in your submission and show how they helped you develop the geography curriculum.

It was a delight to review your submission. What fun it must be to learn geography at Farnham! We are sorry that we are unable to make a visit to school to see all these initiatives in action and talk to pupils about their learning.  It is impressive to see how the subject leader continues to seek out ways to improve the learning experience for the pupils and to ensure that geography is a fundamental part of the school curriculum, whether through geography lessons or across the school community. The support of the senior leadership team and the governors is obviously much appreciated. 
Congratulations on another excellent submission which fully deserves the Gold Award.



