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What is the EYFS?

“The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets 
standards for the learning, development and care of 
your child from birth to 5 years old. All schools and 
Ofsted registered early years settings must follow 

the EYFS; including childminders, pre-schools, 
nurseries and Reception classes.”

EYFS statutory framework, updated 2026



Key Aspects of Learning



Key Principles of EYFS



EYFS Curriculum Intent

Our enabling environments and positive 
relationships support the needs of the unique child to 
meet and exceed the early learning goals (ELGs). Our 

broad and balanced Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) curriculum allows children to gain skills, 

knowledge and understanding as they start out on their 
educational journey and begin to build a love for 

learning.



How that fits into our broader 
intent for all learners



The Foundation Stage Curriculum

Prime Areas
• Personal, Social and Emotional 
• Communication and Language
• Physical Development

Specific Areas
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

What do children learn?



Learning Through Play

Play underpins all development and learning...

• Learn through first hand experiences

• Learn to take risks and make mistakes

• Learn to communicate

• Learn to problem solve

• Learn to think imaginatively

• Explore, develop and represent              
learning experiences that help them          
make sense of the world.



EYFS Curriculum Map



Reception Timetable



Typical Day

8.45 - Register and Welcome

9.00 - Phonics

9.30 - Teacher Led Input and Session - “Discovery”

10.20 - Assembly

10.40 - Break – Playground

11.00 - Teacher Led Input and Session – “Discovery”

12.00  - Lunch and Playground

1.00 - Register and Reading for Pleasure

1.30 - Teacher Led Input and Session – “Discovery”

2.30 - Class Time - activities

3.00 - Story and Dismissal 



Characteristics of Effective Learning
How do children learn?

THINKING 
CREATIVELY 

AND CRITICALLY

ACTIVE 
LEARNING

PLAYING AND 
EXPLORING



PLAYING AND 
EXPLORING

Reception Timetable

The ways in which children 
reach out into the world 
and become engaged in 

experiences that spark their 
curiosity.



Characteristics of Effective Learning

ACTIVE 
LEARNING

The ways in which children 
are motivated to devote 

care, attention and energy 
to their activities.



Characteristics of Effective Learning

THINKING 
CREATIVELY 

AND CRITICALLY

The ways in which children see 
and think of possibilities – 

becoming inventors, problem 
solvers and reflective learners.



Assessment



Tapestry

• Online Learning Journal

• Observations; individual, group, class

• Assessments; linked to learning and next steps

• Notifications

• Contributions from Home 



Partnership with Parents
at Home

• Reading
• Phonics
• Tapestry
• Self Help Skills
• Communication



Partnership with Parents
in School

• Parent Helpers 
• Surprise Storyteller 
• School Trips 
• OWLs Visits 
• PTA representative
• Bright Futures 



Any Questions?
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