
Learning to Read 
Becoming ǟuent and conǜdent readers 



Learning to Read 
Aims 

• Understanding how reading is taught at 
South Farnham 

• To understand the research behind our 
approach 

• To know what systems are in place to 
support all children 



Phonics Steps 
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Phonics in Year 1 

Continued 
development 

Time for 
consolidation 





The Reading Flow 
From ǟuency to conǜdence 



Reading Theory 

8



The Reading House 
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Skills 

Outcome 



Fluent Reading 
“Given the origins of the word ‘ǟuency’ is the Latin word ǟuere meaning ‘ǟowing’, one can 
imagine the idea of reading ǟuency as suggesting a natural, continuous stream of words”  

 
(Such, 2021 p.39) 

Fluency is split into 

Accuracy Automaticity Prosody 



“they also work as interdependent building blocks. If one building block isn’t secure, 
then reading ǟuency is difǜcult to achieve.” 

Fluent Reading



Alongside this knowledge of GPCs (Grapheme-Phoneme 

Correspondence) pupils need to develop the skill of blending 

the sounds into words for reading and establish the habit of 

applying this skill whenever they encounter new words. This 

will be supported by practice in reading books consistent 

with their developing phonic knowledge and skill and their 

knowledge of common exception words. At the same time 

they will need to hear, share and discuss a wide range of high-

quality books to develop a love of reading and broaden their 

vocabulary.  

Pupils should be helped to read words without overt 

sounding and blending after a few encounters. 

 

Reading in Year 1 



What Reading skills in Year 1 look like 

Nurturing the love of 
reading. 

Developing ǟuency to be able 
to comprehend.  

Promoting the ability to read 
to learn rather than learning 

to read  (applying skills, 
independence). 



What reading books in Year 1 looks like 

• Applying new digraphs – Phase 5 

• Fluency – Phase 4 

• Tricky words  

• Changing weekly to allow for multiple 

reads (familiarity) 

• Flashcard sound practise  



Reading Records 

• Link with home and 
school 

• Focus on three skills: 
• Decoding (blending 

and segmenting) 
• Fluency 
• Prosody 

(Comprehension) 
 



Reading Between the 
Lines 

• Positive comment  
focused on a skill 

• ‘Focus on….’(linked to 
the skills mentioned 
early) 

• Tricky word practise 



Reading for Pleasure 

Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading 
frequency, reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and 
Douglas 2011).  

Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading 
frequency, reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 2011; Clark and 
Douglas 2011).  

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 
educational success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 
2002).  

Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s 
educational success than their family’s socio-economic status (OECD, 
2002).  

Research reports a link between library use and reading for pleasure; 
young people that use their public library are nearly twice as likely to be 
reading outside of class every day (Clark and Hawkins, 2011). 

Research reports a link between library use and reading for pleasure; 
young people that use their public library are nearly twice as likely to be 
reading outside of class every day (Clark and Hawkins, 2011). 



Spellings in Year 1 

• Revisiting sounds the 
children should 
already know 

• Spellings containing 
the same patterns or 
digraphs  

• Exposure to Year 1 
Common Exception 
Words.  



Parent Portal for Phonics Steps



Thank you 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us or your child’s 
class teacher via: 

info.southfarnham@sfet.org.uk 

Any Questions? 


